
Tickets:  £15  
(to include Free programme and 
a Glass of Summer Wine)
£8 for full-time students & 
registered unemployed
Free for under 18s  
with a paying adult

www.ticketsource.co.uk/
newcastle-choral-society

Email:      enquiries@
newcastlechoralsociety.org.uk

Baritone: Keir McGregor 
Double Bass: James Watson
Piano: Nick Butters
Musical Director:  Tim Cranfield

Summer Songs and Sonnets
ChilcottChilcott -    -   Aesop's Fables,  Lullaby in BlueAesop's Fables,  Lullaby in Blue
ShearingShearing -   -  Songs and SonnetsSongs and Sonnets
Vaughan WilliamsVaughan Williams -   -  Five Mystical SongsFive Mystical Songs
RutterRutter -      -     Sprig of  ThymeSprig of  Thyme
WhitacreWhitacre -  - The Seal LullabyThe Seal Lullaby

Saturday 28 June 2025   7.30pm
Jesmond United Reformed Church   NE2 3AE

Guest singers:  St Andrew's Choral ScholarsSt Andrew's Choral Scholars



Summer Songs and Sonnets

In our first concert under the direction of Tim Cranfield we are pleased to 
present an evening of music which is perfect for a summer’s night with a 
selection of items by composers who are both well-known and well-loved by 
singers and audiences and who are specialists in the art of song-writing for 
choirs.   

With George Shearing we bring his light but highly individual approach to 
verses by Shakespeare.  Bob Chilcott’s setting of some of Aesop’s Fables is 
cleverly set to highly imaginative accompaniments.  Ever popular John Rutter 
provides arrangements of two of our favourite folk songs.  American Eric 
Whitacre’s lovely setting of Kipling’s words in his Seal Lullaby brings an 
outsider’s view of our literary heritage.

Five Mystical Songs by Vaughan Williams are settings of religious poems by 
the 17th century poet and priest George Herbert, and while being beautifully 
written in both literary and musical terms, they provide a contrasting element 
of gravitas to the evening’s proceedings. 

Altogether we have a recipe for a perfectly balanced summer salad of music 
to whet your aural appetite.  Do come and enjoy the feast.

www.newcastlechoralsociety.org.uk
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